Dear Sam (some of whose congregation may be interested it he isn't), 2/'j/91 

Joe (who may want more news than he gets by phone from his friends in JDsrael), 
and Dave and Gerry, who may want more and more dependable news than is available 
to them in their area, 

Wh£n we met friends for dinner last night, the man being a Jewish ham (ham being 
the old sexf— deprecation of sadio amateurs) because _'d asked him where A mignt 
receive Israli and other foreign stations he gave me the frequencies of quite a 
few, A^soon as we were home I tuned to ..here he had h^ard ik ol Israel at about that time of 
the day and it came in clearly. I've forgotten all the Hebfv I Anew as a boy but at about 
8 they switched to news in English for about 20 minutes. T^e precise frequency, which can 
interest only that with more elaborate receivers, is 6.17 mg&cycles. After breakfast this 
morning, not expecting to receive that station this time of^the day Uhe effeetivens 3 of 
short waves being much effected by day and night), I tried and was able to get a very long 
and quite good BBC newscast. It was on when X tuneu it in after 8 and was still on news 
at almost 9. As the Israel news si.ned off, and - presume this is practise, as it used 
to be when I was a ham, 60 years ago, it announced other frequencies it would use than 
and at other hours. 


As you may recall, early in the U ulf wan I believed that news management by the US 
was obvious. Shat is why I asked lion to inform me of the frequencies ysed. I then had more 
time for news t’uan I now have. I'm jjsing a radio I got 24 years ago to be able to receive 
the distant am stations on whose talk shows I was about to be by phone, so I would know 
how to fit in and be responsive. A repair years ago had it working fine bjit tuning in- 
accurately. So, though a young man who as a boy mowed for me when that was verbote#, I 
have tp other sets out for repair because they tune the short waves, hot of interest to 
me when x got them tor diiierunt purposes. Tne old one I'm using is also a bit heavy for 
me to lift when I'm sitting in my legs-up chair. 

For any interested in getting ever so much better international news than is avail- 
able, and I think that including on the Gulf war this probably includes the NYTimes , in- 
expensive sets are available that get the short waves. The smaller one I'm hoping can be 
repaired uses batteries and electric current and is only about 4” long. 


BBC comes in well all over the dial, x think it probably offers the most dependable 
and impartial news available. — t takes out little time to learn where and when they come 
in. A phone call o± a lejrter-reminds me of whag may interest you.- ftM. yi-w , 

Until the House UnAmerican committee visited the station to ask about me, when I 
left, I was the news and special events editor of what was then the country's second good- 
music station, patterned on the first, hew York^s W^Xil. I did the early morning news and 
was there several hours before the station theifsigned on. I rewrote the AP ticker and 
used dther sources, like the UN, to wliich I also gave its first voice in Washington. A 
few minutes before 7 a.m. sign-on there was an AP not-for-use alert, a report that 
Ghandi had been assassinated. I'd already given the annfc wicedTthe new:; to read but I 
wrote something in haste, handed it to him with the mike open, and he read it cold a few 
minues after 7f before 7:05. I then forgot about the ticker, bei/Vg confident that AP was 
fairly certain but cautio!^ sat down and wrote the newt all-Ghandi newscast. When the 
announcer read it there were tears in nis eye^ ,4nd I’d never heard him express any politial 
opinion. As soon as I finished writing, and was only a few minutes for wha^ie could read 
in f|JLve minutes, I phoned BBC and asked them what frequencies they used for news that 
time of the day. WyQW fir some reason hod an old sko^ -wave set on the floor aboi/l? the 


studios. I tuned BBC in, found some wire and connected it to the set, ran it down the 
stairs , found a speaker, 0 connected it to that end, took it into the control room which 
prevented the stiund- proof door from closing, and we airedTs^Ta live BBC ^account md tbe 
assassination from India until the quality deteriorated. iWhat jfc say abo*$f about day 
night Influence on signal^). It wai quite a journalistic ooup for a small station. We beat 
all the network stations with the news and A<f took notice of it, reporting it with kudos 
to me on its newi ticker....! think for those pfi you with the interest and time you r ^y i be 


informed. Sam may be interested in knowing that most of what Kol Israel broadcasts is in 
Hebrew. Might also be useful to the yoing studying the language. .Best* H 0 
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